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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/005101 



L Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 



□ 



, as originally filed 



pages 
pages 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 

pages 



, as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 
pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



m , filed with the letter of 



the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages 

pages , 

pages 



, as originally filed 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2 With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which | 
1 ' the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. . 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language . ■ wmcn 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
| | the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 
| | contained in the international application in written form. 
| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
| 1 furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 



4. 



□ 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages _ 

| j the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig . 



i—i This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made since they have been considered to go 
I 5. I — | beyond me disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which liave been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation '^^^^^^^^ 
in this report as "originally filed" mid are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rule 70.J0 
I and 70.17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item J and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability ; 



citations and explanations supporting such statement 
1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Claims 

Claims 

Inventive step (IS) Claims 

Claims 

Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 

Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP, 7-331509, A (Toray Industries, Inc.), 19 December, 1995 (19.12.95) 
Document 2: JP, 2001-347254, A (K.K. Ecolog Recycling Japan), 18 December, 2001 (18.12.01) 
Document 3: JP, 2002-67030, A (Matsushita Seiko Co., Ltd.), 5 March, 2002 (05.03.02) 
Document 4: JP, 2001-142950, A (Toyo Engineering Corp.), 25 May, 2001 (25.05.01) 
Document 5: JP, 2001-277243, A (Opt Research Inc.), 9 October, 2001 (09.10.01) 

Claims 1-9, 14-17 and 19 

The subject matters of claims 1-9, 14-17 and 19 do not appear to be novel or to involve an inventive step 
in view of documents 1-3 cited in the ISR. 

In the inventions described in documents 1-3, products made from polyesters and the like are 
identification-marked to allow recycling. So, they cannot be distinguished from the subject matters of claims 1- 
9, 14-17 and 19. Even if there is any difference between the identification marking and the recycling method of 
the former and those of the latter, the difference is considered to be a mere matter of design variation. 

Document 1 describes a technique in which fibrous products consisting of fabrics and accessories are 
substantially made from a single thermoplastic resin such as a polyester and marked for sorting in recycling. 

Document 2 describes a fibrous product recycling management system consisting of plural manufacturers 
and a single management center, as a technique for integrally managing fibrous products from their production 
and sales to recovery and reproduction, in which (1) the management center allocates management data 
including the material information for all the portions of each fibrous product to the manufacturer concerned, 
(2) the manufacturer (a) notifies the use of the said management data to the management center whenever the 
manufacturer manufactures the fibrous product, (b) attaches an identification label recording a part of the 
management data to the fibrous product, and (c) notifies the data read from the identification label at the base 
for recovering the fibrous product, to the management center. 

Document 3 describes a technique comprising (1) a judging means forjudging the manufacturer, vendor, 
item, kind, material, mass, shape or color of a PET bottle or the like, and (2) a point deciding means for 
deciding the amount of money or points of the said article to be recycled, in reference to the said judging 
means, wherein the content written in a card is recognized, while the amount of money or points decided by the 
said point deciding means are written into the card. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 

Continuation of : V.2 
Claims 10-13 and 18 

The subject matters of claims 10-13 and 18 do not appear to involve an inventive step in view of 
documents 1-5 cited in the ISR. 

Since it is usually practiced in the recycling field, to build a membership network (documents 4 and 5), a 
person skilled in the art could have easily built a membership network also in the inventions described in 
documents 1-3 concerning recycling. 
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Vm Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully 
supported by the description, are made: 

Claims 1 and 17 state, "product standards in view of health and safety ... an identification mark 
indicating that a product standard is satisfied." However, it is not clear what standard each "product standard" 
particularly means, and what "identification mark" is meant by the "identification mark" indicating that such 
each "product standard" is satisfied, is unknown and unclear. 

Since the "product standard" and "identification mark* 5 are unclear, the applicant can think of an arbitrary 
"product standard," and can arbitrarily judge that someone's product conforms to the "product standard." 
Furthermore, in the case where the said product has anyone's identification mark" for recycling, the applicant 
can arbitrarily judge that the said identification mark is an "identification mark indicating that the "product 
standard" is satisfied. 

The specification (page 1 1, line 23 to page 12, line 24) describes an explanation of Fig. 2 illustrating 
"identification marks." However, even considering this description, what marks of Fig. 2 correspond to what 
product standards cannot be understood. n 

The Authority requested the applicant (1) to state in the claims to the effect that an "identification mark 
"marks" each product standard, if this is correct, (2) to clarify in a written reply or the like how each product 
standard is particularly defined, and (3) to explain what marks of Fig. 2 correspond to what product standards. 
However, the applicant did not respond to these requests. 

When there is someone's identification mark for recycling a product, whether the identification mark is 
included in the "identification mark" of claims 1 and 17 is unknown. Furthermore, if someone's mere 
identification mark for recycling a product is different from the "identification mark" of claims 1 and 17, what 
difference particularly exists between the "identification marks" is unknown. 
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